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BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Wednesday, 14th February, 2018 at 7.30pm



             
	 
In attendance:

	Councillors:
	R Taylor (Chairman)
P Bullen, A Guttridge, A Hubbard, & R Lester.


	Also Present:                          
	 District Councillor M Creffield
 County Councillor R Lindsay
 N English (BNatural)
 D Blackburn (Clerk)
   


The Chairman, Councillor R Taylor, welcomed everyone to the meeting.




	
C152/17/18     
	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dempsey and Hutchings.

	
C153/17/18
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

  The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard, Lester & Taylor; 
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Lester & Taylor; and
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester
.

	
C154/17/18	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.


	
C155/17/18
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 10th January, 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C156/17/18
	
LOCAL POLICING

There was no report submitted.


	 
C157/17/18
	18     
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Further to Minute C141/17/18, Councillor Creffield had been informed that ComRes, a leading research consultancy specialising in corporate reputation, was undertaking the public consultation with regard to the proposed merger between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils. The Clerk had reported to the District Council the concerns expressed by Members of the Parish Council at the previous meeting, about the methods being used in conducting the telephone survey in asking respondents to recommend a friend to participate in the survey.

Councillor Creffield also circulated details of a new Planning Charter that had been introduced by the District Council. It would mean that any request for referral by a District Councillor had to fulfil certain requirements to be allowed to progress for consideration by the Planning Committee including:

· Detailing clear and substantial planning reasons
· Describing significant policy, consistency or material considerations
· Detailing the wider District and public interest of the application
· Confirming discussions had been held with the relevant case officer


	
C158/17/18
	
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor Lindsay reported upon the following matters: 

· Public consultation was open until 28th February 2018, on proposals to restrict further, eligibility for free school bus travel.
· The County Council had approved its 2018/19 budget and Councillor Lindsay expressed concern about the implications of budget cuts of £12 million in respect of adult social care, £20,000 in respect of Citizens Advice and £15,000 for rural buses.
· The County Council planned to borrow £21 million for three years to fund road resurfacing.
· There was a significant amount of funding under the control of the Suffolk Public Sector Leaders Group and, in his opinion, a lack of transparency in respect of the operation of the Group.   


	
C159/17/18


	
UPDATE ON BNATURAL

Further to Minute C128/17/18, Mr English reported upon the financial challenges being faced in staging the eighth BNatural Festival and indicated that £1500 was sought having taken into account all the other generous pledges of financial assistance towards the 2018 event. Members of the Parish Council discussed the request and noted the level of support within the village for BNatural. Whilst the Parish Council’s preference was to invest in the purchase of an asset that might provide savings in future years by avoiding hire costs, it was recognised that the cost and storage of a stage or inflatable structure might be unrealistic. Therefore, it was felt that the best way forward would be for the Parish Council to provide half of the required amount (an uplift on the £650 provided in the previous year), and for an application to be made to Councillor Lindsay for the balance of the funding through his locality budget. Councillor Lindsay indicated that when the new allocations of locality funding were made in April 2018, he would seek to support the request subject to it being for a clearly defined purpose in accordance with the requirements of the locality scheme.

It was AGREED: That a grant of £750 be awarded by the Parish Council towards BNatural 2018 (and the funds be released in August 2018 ahead of the event).

Councillor Taylor also referred to the request made by BNatural to improve the electrical installation in the Market Square. This had been discussed at the previous meeting, (Minute C144/17/18 refers), but the costs and impact of installing a new box meant that it had not been possible to support the idea. However, the Parish Council would be willing to look favourably upon providing financial support to install external sockets to any properties adjacent to the Market Square, where the owners were prepared to provide a source of power for BNatural in future years. Mr English said that he would make the appropriate enquiries with local residents.



	
C160/17/18


	
ANNUAL INSPECTION OF PLAY AREAS

The Clerk presented the report that had been prepared by David Bracey Play Safety Inspections on the Chamberlin Hall and Coronation Playgrounds. 

Members of the Parish Council noted that there were no medium or high-level risks identified within the report which, in accordance with the Parish Council’s normal practice, would be prioritised for work. Items of low risk would be considered as part of the Parish Council’s planned maintenance programme.

In respect of the recommended action to infill the gaps between the concrete and soil at the edge of the Skate Park, the work would be undertaken in the spring using top soil supplied by Councillor Bullen.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the report on the Safety Inspection of Play Areas be received and appropriate measures be taken to maintain the play equipment; and
b. That a copy of the report be provided to the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee and they be asked whether they wish to maintain the Chamberlin Hall Play Area or for the Parish Council to do so.


	
C161/17/18

	
MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS IN RESPECT OF OUTSIDE SPACES

Members of the Parish Council and the Clerk had undertaken a site visit on Saturday, 13th January, 2018 of the Sportsfield. It had been convened to consider how a more cost-effective solution could be provided to mowing the extensive grassed area incorporating the football pitch. Any savings achieved could be utilised to provide an improved programme of maintenance of the whole of the Sportsfield site. Mowing and maintenance arrangements for other open spaces in the village had also been considered.

Councillor Lester had produced a report containing an outline maintenance programme for the Sportsfield, Kings Pightle, Chamberlin Hall, Coronation Playground, Grove Cemetery and Churchyard and Church Lane. There was also a project plan for enhancing the south-eastern end of the site below the football pitch to include a picnic area, wild meadow, recreation area and running/walking perimeter trail. The frequency of cuts in respect of the football pitch and the surrounding grassed areas were discussed. The proposals would require costing with the identification of significant initial works required to trees and hedgerows that would then them within the scope of a routine maintenance programme.

It was AGREED:

a. That the Clerk investigates the insurance issues relating to the review; and
b. That the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council meet to discuss the proposals with the Maintenance Operative.

The financial position of the Sportsfield Management Committee was considered and it was noted that in recent years, the Parish Council had met the costs of the grass cutting service, currently provided by Vertas.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Parish Council continues to provide assistance in meeting the costs of maintaining the Sportsfield whilst the current circumstances prevail in terms of the finances of the Sportsfield Management Committee; and
b. That land matters identified at the meeting be investigated further by the Chairman and Vice Chairman.


	
C162/17/18



	
STREET LIGHTING INFRASTRUCTURE

Details had been supplied by the County Council of the street lighting infrastructure in Bildeston, Queries were raised at the meeting in respect of the information supplied about the units outside 58 Brooksfield and 1 Paddocks Way.

It was AGREED: That the contents of the inventory be noted and the Vice Chairman pursues the queries with the County Council.


	
C163/17/18


	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES

Councillor Lester reported that the Kings Pightle Trustees had met and agreed to distribute money in accordance with the Henry Morphew’s will. The residual amount would be invested to provide an annual income to fulfil Mr Morphew’s wishes in providing:

·  An annual outing for the elderly of the village
·  An annual outing for local schoolchildren

Local organisations could also apply for grant funding with applications to be determined by the Trustees.

Councillor Hubbard reported on requests received in respect of the cemetery.

It was AGREED: That the Cemetery Regulations be updated to permit, upon application:

a. ashes to be scattered in the cemetery; and 
b. the reservation of a plot for cremated remains in the part allocated for burials subject to the provision of the appropriate burial monument.

Councillor Lester reported upon maintenance works that were being undertaken at the Parish Churchyard by contractors.


	
C164/17/18

	
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported that the County Council was conducting a survey seeking the views of Town and Parish Councils about their willingness to take on services currently provided by the County Council in respect of its role as the Highways Authority. Councillor Guttridge observed that probably, only the cleaning of villages signs that would be appropriate for volunteers, and it was recognised that the safety and insurance implications of any such actions would have to be considered before embarking upon this course of action. The consensus was that the Parish Council should not offer to undertake any Highways functions at the present time.


	
C165/17/18

	
INTERNAL CONTROL ARRANGEMENTS – AUDIT OF 2017/18 ACCOUNTS

The Clerk reported that he had attended a briefing by PKF Littlejohn, the appointed external auditors for Suffolk, on the new audit arrangements. It was identified that smaller local authorities were eligible to certify themselves as being exempt from a limited assurance review, and submit an exemption certificate to the external auditor, after the year end if;

a. they had gross income and gross expenditure both below £25,000;
b. there had been no formal reports made against the Parish Council; and
c. it had been in existence since 1st April, 2014. 
The Clerk confirmed that, subject to review of the final outturn figures at year end, the Parish Council might qualify on all counts. There would be a saving of £200 in not having an external audit but there would be no difference in terms of the amount of information that the Parish Council was required to complete.

Members of the Parish Council considered the matter in detail and recognised the assurance that the local community should have that the Parish Council’s accounting and governance procedures were in good order. The Parish Council would continue to have a robust and independent internal audit undertaken, which, in previous years, had been undertaken by the internal audit team at the Suffolk Association of Local Councils. The Clerk clarified that the internal audit was more thorough than the external audit in examining the Parish Council’s records, procedures and practices.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Parish Council continues to have proper independent auditing in accordance with current regulatory requirements;
b. That the Suffolk Association of Local Councils be appointed to conduct the independent internal audit of the Parish Council’s accounts and internal control arrangements for 2017/18; and
c. That subject to the final outturn figures being below the requisite threshold, the Parish Council certifies that it will not have an external audit of its 2017/18 accounts.


	
C166/17/18

	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS 
  
It was AGREED: 

a.   That the following payments be authorised:

	
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£163.06

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£449.40

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£12.50

	
	David Bracey
	Play Area Inspection
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£144.00

	
	
b. That the following receipts be noted:
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc.VAT)

	J Wright Stonemason
	Burial Fees
	Burials
	£75.00

	Mrs P E Keane
	Burial Fees
	Burials
	£120.00




	
C167/17/18








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	Reference 
	DC/18/00289 & DC/18/00290

	Address 
	Oakwood House, 79 High Street, Bildeston, Ipswich IP7 7ER

	Proposal 
	Planning Application. Removal of and replacement of sole plate and rotten studs to front elevation, replace drainage system, replacement of render and installation of new windows.
Application for Listed Building Consent. Removal of internal partition, removal of and
replacement of sole plate and rotten studs to front elevation, lowering of existing
levels and introduction of positive drainage, replacement of render and installation of new windows 

	Representation
	No objection



	Reference 
	DC/18/00420 & DC/18/00421

	Address 
	Redwick House, High Street, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EX

	Proposal 
	Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act - Erection of 1 No. two storey dwelling following demolition of existing building without compliance of Condition 2 (listing of approved plans and documents), Condition 3 (provision of parking), Condition 4 (agreement of materials), Condition 5 (agreement of materials), Condition 6 (details of eaves and verges), Condition 7 (fenestration) and Condition 8 (landscaping scheme) to enable formal regularisation of revised changes

	Representation
	Objection

The Parish Council resubmits to the Planning Authority, its previous representations made in respect of two previous applications for the redevelopment of this property, as follows:

Objections on the following grounds:

a. That the proposal to increase the height of the boundary wall to the roadside is unnecessary and would be detrimental to the street scene; 
b. That the orientation of the proposed building is inappropriate and would be detrimental the amenity of the neighbouring property by reason of causing overlooking of that property; 
c. That the design of the building in terms of its style and appearance is out of character with residential properties in the area.

Objections on following grounds:

a. That the proposal which seeks to utilise the garden boundary wall, constitutes unsympathetic and inappropriate development within the context of a conservation area and extends too close to the highway;
b. That the proposal is detrimental to the street scene; and 
c. That the roof terrace creates a problem in terms of overlooking and compromises the privacy of nearby properties.

Given the extent of the proposed changes identified within this Section 73 application, the Parish Council believes that it would have been more appropriate for a fresh application to have been submitted.




	Reference 
	DC/18/00431

	Address 
	4 High Street, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7EY

	Proposal 
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of a rear extension

	Representation
	No objection



Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council


	Reference 
	DC/17/05372

	Address 
	Church Farm, Church Road, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP9 7EE

	Proposal 
	Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act - Conversion of existing
farm buildings to 2no. residential units and the removal of all grain silos - without compliance with Condition 6 (materials) of B/16/00809 - to substitute sheet metal roof with artificial slate

	Decision
	Granted





	
C168/17/18


	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Hubbard would liaise with Councillor Guttridge over arrangements to increase the mounting height of the Christmas Tree in the Market Square.

Councillor Hubbard would liaise with the editor of The Bugle about publishing and giving a high profile to the petition collected within the village complaining about the extent of dog fouling. The Parish Council endorsed the petition.

Councillor Guttridge had been approached by a local haulier about parking between The Crown and old post office.

Councillor Guttridge reported upon a sewage discharge during surface water flooding that had occurred at the Hitcham end of the village which would be reported by the Clerk.

Councillor Guttridge had been informed that an old sign had been left in the ditch at the Hitcham end of the village when the new gateways were installed. The Clerk undertook to report this to the County Council.

Councillor Guttridge and the BAPTC group had met with senior representatives of the District Council regarding future housing provision in the district.

Councillor Lester reported that there were holes in the surface of the Market Square because the bollard hole covers were missing. Councillors Guttridge and Hubbard agreed to resolve the issue.

Councillor Lester suggested that steps be taken to improve the wildflower meadow area in the cemetery. It was agreed that works should proceed once the weather improved.


The meeting closed at 9.58pm.

Chairman ………………………………………………

Date…………………………………………………......





